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With the huge advances in care for the fetus and the increase in the number of fetal 
programs around the world, this information aims to educate participants on the needs of 
the fetal programs, open the dialogue between professionals, and invoke thought as to the 
impact of these programs on fetal, neonatal, obstetric and children’s hospital facilities.

The focus will be to identify the work based on experience and evidence based design that 
has taken place to date. The authors and extended committee used a process similar to a 
different consensus committee's approach to develop and update Recommended Stan-
dards for NICU Design.

The proposed recommended fetal center guidelines aim to address flexibility for future 
advances in fetal care that are likely to impact fetal centers and NICU facilities. Involvement 
of neonatologists, NICU nurses and therapists, NICU families, healthcare designers and 
others can substantially inform and vet the first proposed facility guidelines related to this 
field and its evolving future. Examples of key drivers that are important to consider when 
planning or expanding a fetal center facility will be presented along with rationales (e.g., 
future advances on the horizon, increased collaboration, functions/volumes that need to 
be accommodated, ethics, locations such as adult patients in a children’s hospital, funding, 
governance model). The presenters will include discussion of why neonatal professionals, 
families and others should be informed and contribute to the ongoing development of fetal 
center design guidelines.
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Problem statement

Fetal Centers are on the rise throughout the world. The Fetal Therapy Think Tank (FTTT) is a 
voluntary group of physicians, nurses, planners, manufacturers, architects, family advo-
cates and others collaborating to advance fetal medicine. A subgroup of the FTTT has taken 
on the process of developing recommended design guidelines for fetal centers. The intent 
of this presentation is to introduce the process, the results, and encourage future wider 
engagement in developing guidelines, especially by neonatal professionals, in support of a 
comprehensive continuum of care extending from fetal life to the NICU and beyond.



Learner objectives

1. What are the vision and the status of the Fetal Therapy Think Tank’s work?

2. What are the typical structures and compelling issues of fetal programs including how 
they intersect with the NICU? (Case Studies need to tie into this)

3. What are the facility needs for a fetal program and the needs of the NICU and obstetrics 
facilities to support fetal programs?


